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MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM 

 

OKALOOSA COUNTY ELECTRICAL COMPETENCY BOARD 

MINUTES 

January 3, 2019 

 

The regular meeting of the Okaloosa County Electrical Competency Board was held 

Thursday, January 3, 2019, 3:00 PM, at the at the Okaloosa County Administration 

Building, first floor BCC Chambers, 1250 Eglin Parkway N., Shalimar, Florida.  Board 

members in attendance were Jack Mott, Debra Ripley, Wayne Barlow, Kennith King, Joel 

Richardson, Edward Cochran, Jr., Robert Garcia, and Linda Flowers. Brent Smith was not 

in attendance.   
 

Growth Management staff in attendance were Renée Lucas, Licensing Specialist; and 

Teresa Mullins, Administrative Assistant II.   
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Vice-Chairman Joel Richardson called the meeting to order. 
 

 A. Roll Call 
 

Ms. Teresa Mullins took roll call. 
 

II. ACKNOWLEDGE GUESTS 
 

Vice-Chairman Richardson welcomed and acknowledged the guest. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  November 8, 2018 
 

Motion to approve the minutes as written made by Bob Garcia; second by Linda Flowers; 

approved unanimously.  
 

IV.  OPEN TO PUBLIC (For any item not Quasi-Judicial on this Agenda) 
 

V. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

None 
 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 

Ms. Renée Lucas informed the Board that, due to staffing issues over the recent Holidays, 

the presentation regarding the new electrical form is not ready. Staff hopes to present the 

amended form to the Board sometime in the not too distant future.  
 

A brief discussion ensued.  
 

Ms. Lucas updated the Board regarding Mr. William Jones who appeared before the Board 

at their regular meeting on October 4, 2018 seeking reinstatement of his Okaloosa County 

Residential Electrical Competency Card.  Ms. Lucas informed the Board that Mr. Jones 

has paid all of his back fees and penalties and has received his contractor’s license from 
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the State.  Ms. Lucas noted that Mr. Jones does intend to appear before this Board again in 

the future to seek approval to test for a Master Electrical license.  
 

A brief discussion ensued.  
 

Ms. Lucas also updated the Board regarding Mr. Chad Hancher, who was given approval 

to test at the November 8, 2018 meeting, stating that Mr. Hancher has passed his exams 

and has already received his State License.  Ms. Lucas noted that the Department of 

Business and Professional Regulation now allows applications for Electrical Licensure to 

be submitted online, further noting that Mr. Hancher received his license a week after 

submitting his application electronically to the State.  Ms. Lucas cautioned that, so far has 

staff has been able to ascertain, the online application process is limited to Electrical 

contractors at this time.  
 

A brief discussion ensued.    
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Swearing in Applicants/ Speakers 
 

Ms. Mullins swore in the applicants. 
 

b. Candidates for Testing Approval: 
 

1. Christopher M. Duncan – Electrical Sign Contractor 
 

Mr. Christopher Duncan introduced himself to the Board, stating that he is 

seeking their approval to take the exams to be an Electrical Sign Contractor.  Mr. 

Duncan stated that he has lived in Panama City his whole life and began working 

for his father, an Electrical Sign contractor, at 16, sweeping floors and running 

errands and slowly moved up within the company, eventually becoming lead 

service and installation man.   Mr. Duncan further stated that he has at least 10 

years of service and installation experience, along with some fabrication 

experience.  Mr. Duncan stated that he got tired of working in his father’s 

business and decided to do something completely different, so he got his nursing 

degree and working as a registered nurse for several years.  Mr. Duncan stated 

that he now wants to get back into the business and has a plan to start small, with 

a bucket truck doing service work to begin with.  Mr. Duncan noted that there is 

all the work he and several others can handle in the Panama City area due to the 

devastation from Hurricane Michael.  Mr. Duncan informed the Board that he also 

intends eventually to seek a specialty lighting license as well, but has no desire or 

intention to become an Electrical contractor.  
 

A brief discussion ensued.  
 

Motion that we accept him for testing made by Kennith King; second by Wayne Barlow; 

approved unanimously.  
 

Ms. Lucas informed the Board that Mr. Duncan was referred to Okaloosa County by Bay 

County due to the after effects of Hurricane Michael.  Ms. Lucas noted that Bay County is 
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not currently offering testing as they deal with the aftermath of the storm.   Ms. Lucas 

stated that staff have received numerous phone calls from people in Bay County who want 

to seek licensure.  
 

A brief discussion ensued.  
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

a. Chairman/Vice-Chairman Election: 
 

Ms. Lucas informed the Board that it is once again time to hold elections for Chairman 

and Vice-Chairman.  Ms. Lucas noted that current Chairman, Brent Smith, is not present 

and cannot be nominated as he must be able to either accept or deny the nomination. 
 

A brief discussion ensued.  
 

Motion that we delay these elections to the meeting on February 7, 2019 made by Wayne 

Barlow; second by Kennith King; approved unanimously.  
 

Ms. Lucas informed the Board that Mr. Eddie Cochran has informed staff that this will be 

his last meeting.  Ms. Lucas expressed staffs’ thanks to Mr. Cochran for his service on this 

Board, and told him that he will be truly missed. 
 

Ms. Lucas further informed the Board that Mr. Brent Smith and Ms. Debra Ripley’s terms 

will be expiring in February, and that Ms. Linda Flowers’ term will expire in March.   Ms. 

Lucas noted that, if there are members who choose not to go through the new application 

process, staff will understand; however, if there are not enough members to make a 

quorum, then the Board cannot meet.  Ms. Lucas stated that this would not be good service 

for the citizens of Okaloosa County and, in addition, would not be helpful to our 

neighboring County which is dealing with a major natural catastrophe.   Ms. Lucas noted 

that staff completely understands why members of this Board might decide not to go 

through this new process. 
 

Ms. Linda Flowers stated that she feels like the people in elected positions are the ones 

who need to go through this process, not the people who volunteer to sit on this Board.  

Ms. Flowers further stated that, as a private citizen, volunteering her time for this Board, 

she shouldn’t have her life and business exposed in the same way that an elected official 

should.  
 

Mr. Kennith King stated that, in this day and time, the public records are easily available 

through a computer search; therefore, there should be no need to fill out an application, 

etc. as is now being required.  
 

Ms. Flowers stated that she felt that a Commissioner should have attended a Board 

meeting when this was being discussed and provided the information directly instead of 

delegating it to department staff.  
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Mr. King noted that it costs every Board member time away from their job or business to 

sit on these trade Boards; which means that every Board member is losing pay to attend 

these meetings, unless they are already retired.  
 

Ms. Lucas noted that if this Board doesn’t exist, then applicants will have to go to another 

County for testing just like those in Walton, and now Bay Counties now come to Okaloosa 

County for approval to test.  
 

Mr. Wayne Barlow noted that the County could instead pay for a Special Magistrate to 

deal with everything the Boards now do. 
 

Ms. Lucas noted that, while it is true that a Special Magistrate could be hired, that person 

would have to be paid as well.   
 

Ms. Debra Ripley noted that she has thought about this new application process since it 

was announced, and after careful thought, she stated that she will not be applying for 

another term on this Board.  
 

Mr. King stated that he feels like this new application process is an insult.  
 

Ms. Flowers noted that she already has a background check on file with the County, so if 

they really wanted it they could get it.  
 

Mr. Richardson stated that he has expressed his opinion to all who would listen and 

doesn’t believe the feelings on this Board differ from any of the other trades.  Mr. 

Richardson further stated that those on this Board are volunteers seeking to help those 

who want to enter this trade, and police those who are already licensed. 
 

A brief discussion ensued.  
 

Mr. King stated for the record that he believes the electrical trade pays much higher 

permitting fees compared to the mechanical and plumbing trades and believes that the fees 

should be much more equitable.  
 

A brief discussion ensued.  
 

IX.   ADJOURNMENT  
 

Motion to adjourn made by Kennith King; second by Jack Mott; approved unanimously. 

 

   

 

 

Prepared by: ________________________________________ 

  Teresa A. Mullins, Recording Secretary 

  1.8.2019 


